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14 July 2023 
 

ETHICS APPROVAL RECEIVED FOR WORLD FIRST PHASE II TRIAL 
 
Woke Pharmaceuticals, investor into the largest and most diverse portfolio of psychedelic research projects in 
Australia, is pleased to announce that a Phase II trial, investigating prolonged grief disorder at QIMR Berghofer 
Medical Research Institute, has received Ethics Approval and will utilise Woke’s novel rapid release tablet, WP002.  
 
The Phase II trial titled PARTING: Psilocybin-Assisted suppoRtive psychoTherapy IN the treatment of prolonged Grief, 
will be the first in the world to target the indication of prolonged grief disorder with psychedelics. It will enrol 
approximately 15 patients with the intention of demonstrating recruitment feasibility, intervention acceptability, 
safety, and proof-of-concept efficacy. 
 
While grief is a normal reaction to loss, around one in ten bereaved people are reported to experience prolonged 
grief disorder. People with prolonged grief require grief-focused intervention in addition to depression-focused 
treatments. Psilocybin-assisted psychotherapy could reduce grief-related distress and suffering.  
 
The principal investigator of the proposed trial, Associate Professor Vanessa Beesley, is the Team Head of the 
Supportive Care in Cancer Group at QIMR Berghofer Medical Research Institute. 
 
Mr Matthew Hayne, Managing Director of Woke Pharmaceuticals said: “The loss of a loved one is typically one of 
life’s biggest challenges and stressors. While most bereaved individuals experience periods of intense grief that 
typically lesson over time, a large cohort of suffers will experience prolonged grief which can be both lasting, 
distressing and debilitating.  
 
“With around one in ten bereaved people suffering from prolonged grief and in the context of the incredible 
potential that psychedelic therapies have shown in treating conditions of the mind, Woke was eager to support the 
work of Associate Professor Beesley and the QIMR Berghofer Medical Research Institute by supporting the trial 
through funding and the use of one of Woke’s novel drug candidates. 
 
“Achieving ethics approval for this world first trial is an exciting milestone for both Woke, QIMR Berghofer Medical 
Research Institute and sufferers of this terrible condition. We look forward to updating shareholders on the progress 
of the trial at pre-determined milestones,” said Mr Hayne. 
 
The trial will be jointly funded by QIMR Berghofer Medical Research Institute and Woke Pharmaceuticals. 
 
Initial trial results are expected in the first half of 2023.   
 

***ENDS*** 
For more information, please contact: 
Mr Matthew Hayne 
Managing Director 
matt@wokeph.com 

 
ABOUT WOKE PHARMACEUTICALS  
Woke Pharmaceuticals Pty Ltd is an Australian-based company focused on the development and commercialisation of novel psychedelic 
therapies for the treatment of mental health disorders. The Company’s lead candidates are based on synthetic psilocybin, which is a naturally 
occurring psychedelic prodrug compound produced by more than 200 species of fungi. Clinical trials have shown its safety and efficacy in the 
treatment of mental health disorders. Woke Pharmaceuticals is developing two dose forms with rapid release capabilities. The Company is also 
conducting a novel drug discovery programme to identify pharmacologically optimised analogues of LSD with The University of Western 
Australia.  
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For further information, please visit www.wokeph.com. 
 

ABOUT QIMR BERGHOFER MEDICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
QIMR Berghofer is a world-leading, translational medical research institute that seeks to discover, diagnose, and deliver better treatments for 
some of the world’s deadliest and most debilitating diseases. Every day, the Brisbane institute’s team of 1,000 scientists, support staff, and 
students lives out a mission to achieve better health through medical research, focusing on the fields of cancer, inflammation, infection, 
population health, mental health, and neuroscience. Translating discoveries from bench to bedside and progressing research from hopeful 
theory to daily reality, they are saving lives. 
 
ABOUT WP002 
WP002 is designed to address the challenges and limitations of oral psilocybin. WP002 is a physically modified form of crystalline psilocybin in a 
tablet, developed in collaboration with Monash University’s Medicines Manufacturing Innovation Centre. It has the potential for faster onset of 
action, reduced time and resource burden on patients and providers, and longer stability (shelf life).  
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